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Arms Around Affton (& beyond!) 

Hope Gathering �1

September Stuff 

•   4th  Hilltopper’s Mtg 
• 17th  SLMBA Annual Mtg 
• 19th  Affton Community Days 
• 22nd Hope Class Mtg  
• 25th  JIM’s Friends  
• 27th  Mary Bond Day and 
    Widow/Widower Lunch 

On the Interwebs 

Many of you have shown 
interest in becoming active on 
social media. Social media is a 
way to connect with your 
children, grandchildren, 
friends, and especially 
important in connecting them 
and others to the Gospel. 
Several of our younger 
members will be offering a 
social media seminar to teach 
you the in’s and out’s and to 
help you open social media 
accounts. October 3…mark 
your calendars!  

Operation 
Christmas Child 

The time is getting near for us 
to begin preparing shoeboxes 
for needy children around the 
world. Prayerfully consider how 
you will participate.

Wow! What a response to Arms Around Affton! Thank you to 
everyone who has contributed time, talent, and treasure to our 
having greater presence in this mission field of ours. We have 
great proximity to literally thousands of people here on the 
corner of Gravois and Mackenzie, but it is through presence that 
Jesus reaches out—through his people—and changes lives. 

I want to challenge you to frame all you do and say and think in 
a mission-centric way. Many things at church are going to begin 
to change over the coming weeks and months, but it is all for 
the mission. Things will begin and/or continue inasmuch as 
they contribute to the mission. Only mission-centric thinking 
will keep us united as the sent-out ones of the King. 

The priority challenge, therefore, is not just a certain 
determination but transformation. We need our minds to be 
transformed so that protecting status quo and the comforts of 
familiarity do not reign but rather the will of God for the 

HOPE GATHERING 
…a church changing for heaven’s sake…



FBC Affton churchataffton.com September 2015

Hope Gathering �2

Vision: 
2SIXSIX 

We plan to see 2% of Affton in 
worship with us on Easter (6 
months from now). We believe 
the path towards that goal is the 
transformation of our hearts 
through a commitment to these 6 
intentional postures (read more at 
churchataffton.com): 

• Gospel Reading 
• Gospel Praying 
• Gospel Inviting 
• Gospel Engaging 
• Gospel Changing 
• Gospel Giving 

Sarajevo or bust! 

For anyone interested in a July 
mission trip to Bosnia, join us the 
afternoon of Sunday, October 18 
for information and training. 

Mary Bond Day 

Help us celebrate 24 years of 
faithful service to our church as 
we recognize Mary Bond on 
September 27 in our morning 
service. 

church to be the missionary of the Gospel (Romans 12:1-2). 
This is why we will commit ourselves, for 6 months, to learning 
from Jesus. He has sent us in the same way the Father sent him 
(John 20:21).  Transformation is hard work, work we ourselves 
cannot accomplish. We must posture ourselves before the King 
and let him have his way. Would you join me in “making every 
effort” (2 Peter 1:5-11) to become more like Jesus?

What an incredible and exciting future lies before us as we 
partner around the glorious Gospel of Jesus Christ. May we not 
allow anything to distract us in becoming mission-centric in 
every fiber of our being.

In September we will, in a very unique way, celebrate the 75th—
and final—year of FBC Affton by preparing to celebrate the 1st 
year of a new Gospel outpost in St. Louis. This is not a sad loss 
but the start of an exciting future, one that illustrates John 
12:24—“Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it 
remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.” Let’s begin to 
celebrate and prepare for the coming fruitfulness!
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